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RE: Application Serial No.: 09/508,540 
Applicants: Kazuya OTSUJI, et al. 
Filing Date: April 7, 2000 
For: DISPOSABLE BRUSH 
Group Art Unit: 1744 
Examiner: CHIN, RANDALL E 

SIR: 

Attached hereto for filing are the following papers: 

PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.181 

Our check in the amount of $0.00 is attached covering any required fees. In the event any 
variance exists betw^een the amount enclosed and the Patent Office charges for filing the above-noted 
documents, including any fees required under 37 CF.R 1.136 for any necessary Extension of Time to 
make the filing of the attached documents timely, please charge or credit the difference to our Deposit 
Account No. 15-0030. Further, if these papers are not considered timely filed, then a petition is hereby 
made under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 for the necessary extension of time. A duplicate copy of this sheet is 
enclosed. 
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J. Derek Mason 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 



IN RE APPLICATION OF 
KAZUYA OTSUJI, ET AL. 
SERIAL NO: 09/508,540 
FILED: APRIL 7, 2000 
FOR: DISPOSABLE BRUSH 



EXAMINER: CHIN, R. 
GROUP ART UNIT: 1744 
ALLOWED: JANUARY 13, 2004 



PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.181 



COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

Applicants herein petition the Commissioner to invoke his supervisory authority to 
require the Examiner to consider the references cited in the Information Disclosure Statement 
filed on March 22, 2004. 

An Information Disclosure Statement in conformity with the requirements of 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97-1.98 was filed on March 22, 2004. A copy of the date-stamped filing receipt. 
Information Disclosure Statement, Japanese Office Action Dated January 20, 2004, PTO 
1449 Form and 2 cited references (one with computer generated English translation and one 
with English abstract only) are enclosed herewith. The above-identified application has now 
been allowed. The references cited in the Information Disclosure Statement were never 
acknowledged or made of record by the Examiner. 



Application No. 09/508,540 
Reply to Office Action of 

Although Applicants do not believe that any fee is required for the present petition, 

any required fee should be charged to deposit account number 15-0030 . 
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• OSMM&N File No. 0327-0836-3PCT 
Serial No. 09/508,540 

In the matter of the Application of: Kazuva OTSUJL et al. 
For: DISPOSABLE BRUSH 



Dept.: E/M 

By: JDM/KDP / dmr 



Due Date: March 20, 2004 



The following has been received in the U.S. Patent Office on the date stamped hereon: 

■ Credit Card Form for $180.00 ■ Dep. Acct. Order Form 

■ Information Disclosure Statement ■ PTO-1449 

■ Japanese Office Action Dated January 20, 2004 

■ 2 Cited References (one with computer generated English translation and one with 
English Abstract only) 
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RE: Application Serial No.: 09/508,540 
Applicants: Kazuya OTSUJI, et al. 
Filing Date: April 7, 2000 
For: DISPOSABLE BRUSH 
Group Art Unit: 1744 
Examiner: CHIN, R. E. 

SIR: 

Attached hereto for filing are the following papers: 

IDS Transmittal 
PTO 1449 Form 
Japanese Office Action Dated January 20, 2004 
Cited References (2) 

Our credit card payment form in the amount of $180.00 is attached covering any required fees. 
In the event any variance exists between the amount enclosed and the Patent Office charges for filing the 
above-noted documents, including any fees required under 37 C.F.R 1.136 for any necessary Extension 
of Time to make the filing of the attached documents timely, please charge or credit the difference to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0030. Further, if these papers are not considered timely filed, then a petition is 
hereby made under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 for the necessary extension of time. A duplicate copy of this sheet 
is enclosed. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



IN RE APPLICATION OF: 
SERIAL NO: 09/508,540 
FILED: April 7, 2000 

FOR: DISPOSABLE BRUSH 



Kazuya OTSUJl, et ah 




GAU: 

EXAMINER: 



1744 

CHIN, R, E. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 



SIR: 



Applicant(s) wish to disclose the following information. 



REFERENCES 

H The applicant(s) wish to make of record the references listed on the attached Japanese Office Action dated January 
20, 2004 and on the form PTO-1449. Copies of the listed references are attached, as is an English translation of the 
Japanese Office Action. 

□ A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p). 
RELATED CASES 

□ Attached is a list of applicant's pending application(s) or issued patent(s) which may be related to the present 
application. A copy of the patent(s), together with a copy of the claims and drawings of the pending application(s) 
is attached along with PTO 1449. 

□ A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required xmder 37 CFR § 1 . 1 7(p). 
CERTIFICATION 

H Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of 
this statement. 

□ No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of this statement. 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

H Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith and for which no check or credit card 

payment is enclosed herewith, or credit any overpayment to deposit account number 15-0030 . A duplicate copy of 
this sheet is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSJI^ADT^C. 




Customer Number 

22850 



Tel. (703)413-3000 
Fax. (703)413-2220 
(OSMMN 05/03) 

l:\ATTY\KDP\0327\0327 0836\0327 0836 IDS Trans 3.22.DOC 



J. Derek Mason, 
Registration No. 35,270 



Katherine D. Pauley 
Registration No. 50,607 



PY 



Form PTO 1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
(Modified) PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT 


ATTY DOCKET NO. ^ 
0327-0836-3PCT 


SERIAL NO. 
09/508,540 


APPLICANT '-RAnfc-^*^ 

Kazuya OTSUJI. et al. 


FILING DATE 
April 7, 2000 


GROUP 
1744 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




AA 
















AB 
















AC 
















AD 
















AE 
















AF 
















AG 
















AH 
















Al 
















AJ 
















AK 
















AL 
















AM 
















AN 














FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


TRANSLATION 
YES NO 




AO 


6-003268 


01/18/1994 


Japan (w/computer generated English Translation) 


X 






AP 


10-272082 


10/13/1998 


Japan (w/English Abstract, corr. to US 6,376.046 
front page only) 




X 




AO 














AR 














AS 














AT 














AU 














AV 












OTHER REFERENCES (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 




AW 






AX 






AY 






AZ 




1 1 Additional References sheet(s) attached 


Examiner 


Date Considered 


'Examiner: Initial if reference is considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



l:\ATTY\KDP\0327\0327 0836\0327 0836 PTO 1449 3.22.D0C 




Received at:" 5:25AM, 3/11/2004 

'04 03/11 19:24 FAX 813 5570 1244 HATORI&CO. OBLON 8002 



(Translation) 

Mailing Date: January 20, 2004 

Notice of Rejection 

Japanese Patent Appln. Mo. 10-282689 
Examiner: Naoyuki Kanamaiu 
Attorney: Qsamu HATORI 
Provisions to be applied: Article 29, para. 2 

This application is ruled to be rejected for the following reasons. Response 
to this Notice, if any, shall be filed within 60 days jBrom the mailing date of this 
Notice. 

Reason 

The present invention is recognized to be such that it could have easily been 
accomplished by any person having common knowledge in this technical field to 
which such invention belongs, on the basis of the inventions described in the 
citations circulated virithin Japan or a foreign country prior to the filing date, and 
therefore, to be ineligible for patent in accordance with the provisions of Article 29, 
para. 2 of the Patent law 

* Claims I to 5 

* References 1 and 2 

* Remarks 

Reference 1 discloses a disposable brush having a base made of a sheet 
material. The base has a slit at the periphery thereof so that the brush can be held 
by hand by inserting fingers into the slit. 

Reference 2 discloses a disposable brush made of nonwoven fabric and 
having a plurality of projections. 

It would have been obvious for a skilled person in the art to apply a slit 
disclosed in Reference 1 to a disposable brush disclosed in Reference 2 in order to 
successfully hold the brush- 
It would have been obvious for a skilled person in the art to employ a 
crossed slit. 
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DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

l9l3MnsAl It is the front view showing the expansion condition of the cleaning implement in the 
1st example of this design. 

[Drawing, ?] The front view in which (a) shows the pocket condition of the above-mentioned 
cleaning implement, and (b) are the rear view showing this condition. 

[Drawing 3] It is the cross section in which (a) shows the Ill-Ill line cross section of drawing 2 
(a), and (b) shows the busy condition of the above-mentioned cleaning implement. 
[Drawing 4] It is the perspective diagram showing the busy condition of the above-mentioned 
cleaning implement. 

[Drawing 5] It is the front view showing the expansion condition of the cleaning implement in the 
2nd example. 

[Drawing 6] It is the perspective diagram showing the busy condition of the above-mentioned 

cleaning implement. 

[Description of Notations] 

10 Adhesion Section 

12 Covering Section 

14 Bending Section 

16 Boundary Section of Adhesion Section and Covering Section 

18 Bend with Covering Section and it is Boundary Section with Section. 

1 9 Binder Layer 

20 Separator 
24 Slit 

26 Stop Hole (through Hole) 



[Translation done.] 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed explanation of a design] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Application] 

This design is related with the cleaning implement for removing fine dust, such as dust, dust, 

confectionery waste, sand dust, and a glass piece, from the field for cleaning 

[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] 

Conventionally, removal of dust, such as dust adhering to clothes, furniture, other goods, etc., is 

performed by the means of a broom, a dustcloth, a brush, etc etc 

[0003] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Device] 

The means of the above dustcloths, a broom, etc. is large-scale, and since use takes time and 
effort to it and it is not suitable for a cellular phone, it is difficult for it to remove the dirt which 
adhered suddenly at the travel place etc. quickly and simple. Moreover, although the portable 
brush for removing the dust adhering to clothes etc. in recent years has also come to be offered, 
it is difficult for the cleaning effect to be thin and to remove the above-mentioned dust etc. 
completely with such a portable brush. 
[0004] 

In view of such a situation, this design is suitable for a cellular phone, and aims at offering the 

cleaning implement which can moreover clean that it is simple and effectively 

[0005] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] 

The adhesion section with which this design is the cleaning implement with which the whole was 
formed by single sheet member which has flexibility and which was matched for one side with a 
binder layer, It has in order this adhesion section, the covering section which has a longitudinal 
size of an abbreviation EQC, and the bending section which has a longitudinal size smaller than 
the above-mentioned adhesion section. While bending with the boundary section of the above- 
mentioned adhesion section and the covering section, and the above-mentioned covering section 
and constituting the boundary section with the section respectively possible [ 360 degree 
bending of abbreviation ] Stratum disjunctum is allotted to at least one side of a field of the 
same side as the above-mentioned binder layer, and the surface of the above-mentioned binder 
layer in the above-mentioned covering section (claim 1). 
[0006] 

Furthermore, (claim 2) and an effect like the after-mentioned which depended and was excellent 
can be acquired by forming in the above-mentioned covering section a slit of a pair prolonged in 
a longitudinal direction of this covering section, and the direction of an abbreviation EQC. Here, 
it is more desirable to prepare a through hole broader than this slit in both ends of the above- 
mentioned slit (claim 3). 
[0007] 
[Function] 

According to the cleaning implement according to claim 1 , it can carry^as a portable cleaning 
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(b), and drawing 3 (a), and will become a thing suitable for a cellular phone. Moreover, since the 
separator 20 intervenes as shown in drawing 3 (a) between the covering section 12 and the 
binder layer 19 in this condition, there is no possibility of the 12 covering section that it may be 
stuck on the binder layer 19 side at exfoliation impossible. 
[0014] 

When cleaning is needed, while removing the stop of the bending section 14 by the above- 
mentioned seal 22 grade first, changing into an expansion condition like drawing 1 and removing a 
separator 20 from the binder layer 19, it turns during carrying of such a cleaning implement to 
the background (the side to which the binder layer 19 is not allotted) of the adhesion section 10 
by turning up the covering section 12 360 degrees of abbreviation on the basis of the above- 
mentioned pocket condition to the adhesion section 10 in the boundary section 16. Furthermore, 
by bending in the boundary section 18 and turning up the section 14 360 degrees of abbreviation 
on the basis of the above-mentioned pocket condition to the covering section 12, it turns to the 
side to which it was allotted, the side front 19, i.e., the binder layer, of the adhesion section 10, 
and the above-mentioned bending section 14 is stuck on the edge of this binder layer 19. And 
the condition that it is shown in drawing 3 (b) is acquired by turning the above-mentioned binder 
layer 19 downward. 
[0015] 

Furthermore, as shown to drawing 4 by these fingers by inserting two or more fingers between 
the above-mentioned adhesion section 10 and the covering section 12 from this condition, while 
being able to hold a cleaning implement, the adhesive face where the covering section 12 and 
adhesion section 10 bent up and down respectively, and curved to the cleaning implement down 
side by the thickness of these fingers will be formed. 
[0016] 

In this condition, by pressing the above-mentioned adhesive face against the field for cleaning, 
and repeating rolling as shown in the arrow head of drawing 4 , the dust adhering to the above- 
mentioned field for cleaning can be transferred to the binder layer 19 side, and the cleaning 
effect still more powerful than the conventional portable brush etc. can be acquired. It is 
possible to remove various dust that it is very simple and effectively until it specifically results in 
the dust adhering to sheet sides [, such as the ground of clothes, and an automobile, a sofa, ], 
such as doeskin, a surge, and flannel, the dust which accumulated on the top plate of furniture, 
dust, and the glass piece which dispersed on the ground further. 
[0017] 

Moreover, since this cleaning implement can be formed with comparatively cheap materials, such 
as the above-mentioned paper, it is suitable also as an object for throwing away, and can also 
become an aid of operating activities further by printing an advertising sentence, an illustration, 
etc. to the side front side (top side of drawing 3 (a)) of the above-mentioned covering section 12 
etc. 
[0018] 

Next, the 2nd example is explained based on drawing 5 and drawing 6 . 
[0019] 

the covering section 12 of the cleaning implement here shown in said 1st example — the array 
direction ( drawing 5 longitudinal direction) of this covering section 12 and the adhesion section 
10, and abbreviation — the slit 24 of the pair of the configuration (circular in this example) 
prolonged in the parallel direction is formed, and the stop hole (through tube) 26 broader than 
this slit 24 is drilled in the both ends of each slit 24. 
[0020] 

According to such a cleaning implement, after changing into the condition of drawing 3 (b) like 
said 1st example, it is not between the above-mentioned covering section 12 and the adhesion 
section 10 shortly, and a cleaning implement can be held like said 1st example by inserting a 
finger, as both the slits 24 are penetrated, and the adhesive face where nearby curvature is 
larger than the cleaning implement of this example can be acquired. As especially shown in 
drawing 6 . by inserting the middle finger, and the finger of three centers of the third 

finger into the above-mentioned slit 24, and making it suppress both the side from a top with the 
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[Drawing 5] 




